EXCERPTS FROM THE BOOK OF LUKE
Group Bible Study 4
GOOD SAMARITAN (2)
VERSES TO READ:
Luke 10
25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and
put Him to the test, saying, Teacher, what
should I do to inherit eternal life?
26 And He said to him, What is written in the
law? How do you read it?
27 And he answered and said, "You shall love
the Lord your God from your whole heart and
with your whole soul and with your whole
strength and with your whole mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.''
28 And He said to him, You have answered
correctly; do this, and you shall have life.
29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to
Jesus, And who is my neighbor?
30 Jesus, taking up the question, said, A
certain man was going down from Jerusalem to
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who having
both stripped him and beaten him, went away,
leaving him half dead.
31 And by coincidence a certain priest was
going down on that road; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the opposite side.
32 And likewise also a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the
opposite side.
33 But a certain Samaritan, who was
journeying, came upon him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with compassion;
34 And he came to him and bound up his
wounds and poured oil and wine on them. And
placing him on his own beast, he brought him

to an inn and took care of him.
35 And on the next day he took out two denarii
and gave them to the innkeeper and said, Take
care of him; and whatever you spend in
addition to this, when I return, I will repay you.
36 Which of these three, does it seem to you,
has become a neighbor to him who fell into the
hands of the robbers?
37 And he said, The one who showed mercy to
him. And Jesus said to him, Go, and you do
likewise.
DISCOVERY PORTION:
After a while, another one came. This was the
good Samaritan. "But a certain Samaritan, who
was journeying, came upon him." Unlike the
other two, this one came journeying. The priest
came by coincidence. The Levite also came by
coincidence. But the Samaritan came
journeying. He came purposely to save him.
"And when he saw him, he was moved with
compassion." He had love, and he had
compassion. At the same time, he had oil and
wine with him. Hence, he could heal the one
beaten by the robbers. Who is this Samaritan?
John 4:9 tells us that the Jews had no dealings
with the Samaritans. Everyone mentioned in
this story was a Jew. The one beaten up by the
robbers was a Jew. The priest was a Jew. The
Levite was a Jew. What do the Jews represent?
And what does the Samaritan represent? The
Jews represent us human beings. What about
the Samaritan? The Samaritans have no
dealings with the Jews. They do not mix in with
the Jews. They are apart from the Jews and
above the Jews. We know that this One is the

Lord Jesus. One day when the Lord Jesus was
on earth, a group of Jews criticized the Lord
Jesus and reviled Him with two very strong
statements, saying that He was a Samaritan and
one who had a demon (John 8:48). Please
notice that in Jesus' answer He said that He did
not have a demon. The Jews said that He was a
Samaritan and had a demon. The Lord denied
that He had a demon but did not deny that He
was a Samaritan. Hence, the Samaritan here
refers to the Lord Jesus. John shows us that in
type He is a Samaritan.
This Samaritan came purposely to this halfdead man. When he saw the man, he was moved
with compassion, and he saved him with two
things. One was wine, and the other was oil. He
poured out the oil and the wine, put them on the
wounds, and bound up the wounds. Wine
symbolizes the blood of the Lord in redeeming
us, and oil symbolizes the Holy Spirit applying
the work of the Lord to us.
After the good Samaritan bound up the wounds
of the man beaten by the robbers, what
happened next? He placed him on his own
beast. The beast denotes traveling. With a beast,
you can travel without exerting much effort.
When there is a beast, I do not have to travel by
my own effort; the beast will carry me. Where
did the beast go? It went to the inn. This inn is
the house of God. When this man is brought to
God, God cares for him.
What is the meaning of two denarii? In the Old
Testament, the money paid for redemption was

silver. The two denarii here signify the price of
redemption. The two denarii were handed to the
innkeeper. This is our salvation. Because of this,
God has accepted all those that trust in Him.
Spiritually speaking, the inn signifies God's
heavenly house. Physically speaking, it signifies
the church. "Whatever you spend in addition to
this, when I return, I will repay you." After we
are saved, we are in the church, waiting for the
Lord's return.
The lawyer asked the Lord, "Who is my
neighbor?" After the Lord told him this story,
He replied to the lawyer with a question, "Which
of these three, does it seem to you, has become
a neighbor to him who fell into the hands of the
robbers?" If you listen carefully to this word,
you will realize that the Lord is telling the lawyer
that he was the one who fell into the hands of
the robbers.
Many today apply this passage incorrectly. They
think that the Lord Jesus wants us to love our
neighbor as ourself. Whether it is the Bible
schools, the Sunday schools, or the Sunday
pulpits, they all tell people that one has to be a
good Samaritan. You have to love your
neighbors, to show mercy to them, and to help
them. To them, who is the neighbor? It is the
one who was wounded by the robbers. And who
are we? We are the good Samaritan. But this is
exactly the opposite of what the Lord Jesus was
saying. What the Lord meant was that we
are the ones wounded by the robbers.
Who then is our neighbor? Our neighbor is the
good Samaritan. We think that we are the good

Samaritan. We can move. We can walk. When
we see those bound by sin, we are able to help
them. But the Lord Jesus said that we are not
the good Samaritan. Rather, we need the good
Samaritan. We are the man wounded by robbers
on the journey. We are those who are waiting to
die. We do not have any good works. Who is our
neighbor? He is the good Samaritan. This
Samaritan, who formerly had no dealings with
us, has now come. He has died and has solved
the problem of our sins. He is now resurrected,
and He has given us a new life. This One has
bound up our wounds. He has given us
redemption. He is helping us and is bringing us
to heaven, that God would accept us and care for
us.
Finally, we have verse 37: "And he said, The one
who showed mercy to him." This time the
lawyer answered correctly. He answered that it
is the One who showed mercy to him. The One
who shows mercy to me is my neighbor. My
neighbor is the Samaritan who stopped to bind
up my wounds with the oil and the wine, who
put me on the beast and brought me to the inn.
My friends, the whole question is not to be the
neighbor of someone else. Rather, it is the One
who showed mercy to you becoming your
neighbor.
The Lord Jesus said, "Go, and you do likewise."
This word confuses many people. They think
that the Lord is telling us to help others. But
what this word means is that your neighbor is
the good Samaritan. Therefore you should
accept Him as your Savior. Since your neighbor

is the good Samaritan, you must be the one
wounded by the robbers. This shows us that
while we were lying there, He came and saved
us. Never say that we can do anything ourselves.
Never say that we have the way. He is showing
us that we have to let Him do everything. We
have to let Him pour the oil and the wine on our
wounds. We have to let Him bind up our
wounds. We have to let Him put us up on the
beast and bring us to the inn. We have to let Him
do the work of taking care of us. We have to be
like the one wounded. We do not have to be like
the Samaritan. Man's greatest failure is to think
that he should do something. Man always wants
to be his own savior. He always wants to save
others. But God has not appointed us to be the
savior. God says that we are the ones to be
saved.
The Lord's word fully answered the lawyer's
question. Hence, remember that Luke 10:25-37
never tells us that man is saved through loving
God. If I am saved because I love the Lord, then
one can see that this is very unreliable. Within
two or three days, I can change so many times. I
am one who has been wounded by the robbers.
I am lying there. I can do nothing at all. I do not
love God with all my heart, and I do not love my
neighbor. But now I allow Him to save me. After
He has saved me, I can love Him. We love Him
because He has first loved us. It is God's love in
us that has produced our love for Him. It is
utterly impossible for us by ourselves to produce
a love for God.

